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PROCEEDINGS
(12:03 p.m.)

MS. SMITH: Hello. Good afternoon. Please go

ahead, get signed up, and get seated as soon as you can.

I"m Julie Smith. [I"m with the U.S. Department of
Energy. Just before we get started with the actual
hearing and the proceeding, 1"d like to have -- give
some general housekeeping i1tems.

For folks that want to make verbal comments,
please make sure that you sign up on the registration
table back of the room. As stenographer will be
recording all of the verbal comments, so we ask that you
speak clearly into the microphone, and please also state
your name before you make your comment so that we can
make sure that we have an accurate record of that. Any
written comments that you have on the draft
Environmental Impact Statement that you would like to
hand In can be submitted, again, at the registration
table at any point during the meeting.

One thing about hotel parking, you can have
your hotel parking stubs validated at the front desk for

a reduced charge of $7.00. And with that, we can get
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started with the hearing. Thanks for coming.

MR. MILLS: Hi. I"m Brian Mills. Thank you
for taking the time to attend this hearing. 1 work for
the Department of Energy in the Office of Electricity
Delivery and Energy Reliability. 1 along with Jodi
McDonald from the U.S. Corps of Engineers will be the
hearing®s officers today.

The reason we are here is Champlain Hudson
Power Express is proposing to construct an international
transmission line. They"ve asked the Department of
Energy for a presidential permit. A presidential permit
i1s needed before any transmission line can be built
across the U.S. i1nternational border. DoE determined
that an environmental Impact statement would be the
appropriate level of analysis for a presidential permit.

This 1s a public hearing on the Champlain
Hudson Power Express Transmission Line Project draft
Environmental Impact Statement. That"s a mouthful, so
111 call 1t the draft EIS. Once we begin the hearing,
we will hear from you in the order you have signed up.
IT you wish to speak but do not -- but have not signed

up, you can sign up at the registration table.
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For those of you who may not be familiar with
the process we go through in preparing an environmental
impact statement or EIS and where we are for this
particular project, 1°1l1 cover the steps. Although I™m
sure all of you have read the draft EIS available on our
EIS website, you can also find more detailed information
for the process and this project on the website.

The first step in the process, we start public
participation by issuing a Notice of Intent to Prepare
an EIS. For this project, DoE issued our Notice of
Intent on June 18th, 2010 and an amended notice on April
30th, 2012. The Notice of Intent begins a process we
call scoping, which Is an opportunity for the public to
tell us their issues and concerns related to the
project. We use this input to help us prepare a draft
EIS. 1If you commented during the scoping period, we
used your scoping comments to determine which
alternatives and issues we needed to address.

The next step In the process is to prepare a
draft EIS. The draft EIS analyzes the foreseeable
environmental Impacts that might result from granting

the permit. The draft EIS also i1dentifies steps that
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might be needed to mitigate impacts. For this project,
we issued the draft EIS on October 21st, 2013. After we
issue a draft, we ask the public to comment on it during
a public comment period. EPA opens the comment period
by publishing a Notice of Availability in the Federal
Register. The EPA notice for this draft EIS was In the
Federal Register November 1st, 2013.

Since this i1s where we are iIn the process, I™m
going to cover this a little bit more thoroughly. The
comment period gives you the opportunity to tell us any
changes that you would like to see iIn the draft EIS,
what you think 1s wrong with the document, and how you
think we should fix 1t. We are also looking for issues
you think we missed or didn"t cover as well as we
should.

IT you have questions as part of your comment,
we will not be able to answer your questions today, but
we will do so in the final EIS. 1It"s also very helpful
for your comments to cite specific sections or page
numbers from the document itself. None of this is
required, but 1t will help us to understand your

comments.
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During the hearing, the hearing"s officers may
ask questions to allow you to clarify points you may be
making. Whether you choose to speak or not, you are
invited to submit written comments. Instructions to do
so are provided on the board back here or are available
on the registration table. All comments, whether
written or oral, are treated the same and have equal
weilght.

For this draft EIS, we will continue to accept
comments until December 16th, 2013. To the extent we
can, we will also consider your comments submitted after
that date. After the close of the comment period, we
will write the final Environmental Impact Statement,
which considers your comments. The final EIS will
contain a comment response document that addresses
comments received on the draft EIS. When completed, EPA
will issue a Notice of Availability of the final EIS iIn
the Federal Register, and again, we will post the
document on the EIS website and send it out to the
mailing list. No sooner than 30 days after EPA lets all
of you Federal Register readers know the final EIS is

out there, DoE may issue a Record of Decision on the
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presidential permit application. 1 hope that very
general process outline i1s helpful to you.

1"d also like to mention a couple of other
things about the draft EIS and this project. The
Department of Energy has authority to permit the border
crossing. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issues Clean
Water Act permits. The State of New York has authority
to cite transmission lines 1In New York. Several other
Federal and State agencies are working with DoE and the
Corps i1n preparing the draft EIS. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the U.S. Coast Guard, the New York
State Department of Public Service, and the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation, are all
cooperating agencies In the preparation of the draft
EIS.

That was a lot to remember, so what you need
to remember for this hearing is, one, comments received
on the draft EIS will be included in the final EIS, and
we will respond in the document to the comments
received. Comments expressed at one of our hearings or

provided to us by email or letter will be considered
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equally. And three, the comment period for the draft
E1S closes on December 16th, 2013.

I will now turn this over to your hearing”s
officer, Jodi McDonald, from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

MS. MCDONALD: Thank you, Brian. Good
afternoon. [I1™"m Jodi McDonald, Chief of the Regulatory
Branch for the New York District, U.S. Corps of
Engineers. |1 will be the presiding officer on behalf of
the Corps of Engineers.

The Corps of Engineers is here today to obtain
information and evidence and ensure coverage of core
concerns, to assist iIn the regulatory review of a permit
application by the Champlain Hudson Power Express for
the i1nstallation and construction of a 336-mile power
cable from the Canadian border through waters of the
United States, including wetlands, as well as Lake
Champlain, the Hudson River, Harlem River, and East
River. The U.S. Department of Energy as lead Federal
agency will make a decision whether to issue a
presidential permit to allow crossing of the U.S. border

to facilitate the operation of this power cable.
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The Corps of Engineers is neither a proponent
for nor an opponent of the proposed work. Our role is
to determine whether the proposed activity -- iIn this
case, the installation of a power line in waters of the
United States -- i1s In the overall public interest.

This hearing will play an important part in that
determination.

Please understand that we do not expect to
answer questions from the dais in this hearing related
to the proposal as we are here to obtain information and
your comments. Questions on the regulatory process in
general can be directed to my staff who are sitting in
the audience here today.

The New York District has issued a public
notice for this project with the comment period closing
on December 16th, which Is the same date as the EIS
comment period. That public notice i1s currently posted
on the New York District website, and that web address
IS ww.nan.usace.army.mil, as in "military.” We do have
some copies available on the registration table as well.

IT you are not currently on our public notice email

distribution list and would like to receive an
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11

announcement for future public notices from my office,
please provide your email address to one of the staff at
the registration table today. Thank you.

MR. MILLS: We will now start the hearing.
Thomas Ryan?

MR. RYAN: Thank you. My name is Thomas Ryan.

I"m President of the Boilermaker®"s Local 5.

Distinguished members from the U.S. Department of
Energy, thank you for providing this opportunity to the
people of New York to weigh in on some of their concerns
with the Champlain Hudson Power Express. |1°m here today
as the President of Boilermaker®s Local 5, representing
over 500 members from Long Island, New York City, from
the southern tier, and throughout the north country.
But 1"m also here as a proud New Yorker and a father of
four children with further reservations about this
proposal -- proposed project and the negative
environmental iImpact i1t would have for the next
generation.

The developers of this line that would snake
its way through New York and its great waterways have

touted the signatures of some representatives of the New
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York delegation in support of the line. Yet when my
colleagues and I personally met with the vast majority
of these congressmen and women last spring, we were met
with blank stares and disbelieving shakes of their
heads. Some had no recollection of signing. Others
seemed not overly committed to the project. But all of
them had second thoughts and promised to look into the
matter further and revisit their commitment. For that
we are grateful to them and their staffs.

The Champlain Hudson Power Express will be a
jobs killer for the greater New York City area,
outsourcing skilled labor positions to a foreign country
in exchange for a product we can and should be making
here 1n New York. Our economy, environment, and our
quality of life now hang on a delicate thread. Do we as
a Nation give our environment over to the hands of
another country, albeit currently a friendly one? 1, my
family, and the tens of thousands of vital building and
constructions trades members in this great metropolis
emphatically respond no.

Just i1n the last couple of years, our great

city and State has had a tragic loss of life,
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infrastructure, and the environment due to severe
storms. As catastrophic losses they were, could we
imagine 1T we were held hostage by power traveling
hundreds of miles on towers over land and within our
rivers and lakes? We need to rely on power generation
produced iIn our back yards to survive whatever storms we
must weather.

I swam in the Hudson River and lived to tell
about 1t. I wish my children and my children®s children
the same. But this Canadian power line 1s nothing more
than a large extension cord with a single customer,
whose only vested interest in the delicate environment
of the great State of New York is one of commercialism
and greed. Just in my short lifespan, 1 have seen where
dependence on foreign energy and foreign natural
resources has led this great Nation of ours: embargo,
rationing, and war. We should not depend on others for
our vital needs, but ourselves and our fellow New
Yorkers. Americans should not sacrifice their
environment, their energy independence, or their
children®s future for the promise of miniscule savings

on our electrical bill.
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I would like to thank you again for this
opportunity, and we trust the United States Department
of Energy and ultimately the Office of the President of
the United States to hear the cry of i1ts citizens and
say no to the Champlain Hudson Power Express. 1 will
save the time, but I would also like to submit an open
letter that ran in one of the publications, city and
State, that was signed by members -- representing
members of the District Council of Carpenters, Local 638
of the Steam Fitters, Boilermaker"s Local 5, Utility
Workers Union of America, and also the IBEW. Thank you.

MR. MILLS: Vincent Albanese?

MR. ALBANESE: Vincent Albanese, New York
State Laborers. 1 represent the New York State
Laborers®™ Union with 40,000 members employed in the
construction industry and other fields throughout the
State. Our members are organized into more than 35
local unions and five district councils. We"re a proud
affiliate of the Laborers™ International Union of North
America.

The Champlain Hudson Power Express

Transmission Project would create more than 300
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construction jobs for our members from Clinton County
along the route to Queens County during the three and a
half year construction period. It"s also estimated that
during peak construction, there"ll be up to 600
construction jobs. The construction jobs will be
associated with the construction of a power -- of a
converter station and the installation of the
transmission cable within the State. Our members would
also be 1nvolved in the construction of temporary access
roads, site excavation, and site restoration.

We have eight local unions represented
throughout the geographic region of this project. The
Champlain Hudson Power Express would provide work
opportunity in the communities where they live, which
would benefit these communities greatly. The Champlain
Hudson Power Express is a 333-mile underground
transmission line that will bring up to a thousand
megawatts of clean, renewable energy to New York State.

Two six-inch wide cables will be buried under
Lake Champlain, the Hudson, Harlem, and East Rivers,
along railroads, and other public rites-of-way. By

burying the line, this project will have minor impacts
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on communities and the environment. There will be
temporary minimal impact during construction of the
line. Once installed, there will be no visual iImpacts.
Transmission Developers, Inc., or TDI, is committed to
constructing the line using the highest environmental
standards to protect New York State"s, waters and
communities, and natural beauty.

The Champlain Hudson Power Express Project
will provide clean hydropower to fuel economic growth
with significant environmental and consumer benefits.
The project will reduce sulphur dioxide and greenhouse
gas emissions. The project will add options to the
State"s energy selection and increase the electric
grid®"s safety and security. This new, tough
infrastructure will be less susceptible to damage from
natural disasters. A $117 million environmental trust
will be established to improve the aquatic environments
in Lake Champlain, the Hudson, Harlem, and East Rivers.

The construction jobs created by the Champlain
Hudson Power Express Project will result In an iIncrease
in the demand of goods and services within the State.

The project will also mean direct spending in New York,

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO



© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O © 0 N O U0 »h W N P O

17

including non-labor installation costs, as well as fees
and taxes paid to the local and State government. As
there are more revenues and sales, businesses will have
more profits and, therefore, be able to hire more people
to make i1nvestments in the community.

The $2.2 billion project will be financed
completely by the private sector with no responsibility
on the customer for the cost of development or operation
of the line. Three hundred direct jobs will be created
during the three and a half year construction period,
peaking at 600 construction jobs. During the
construction phase of the Champlain Hudson Power Express
Project, there will be more than 1,200 indirect jobs in
New York State from suppliers, businesses, and the local
community along the route.

The New York State Public Service Commission
approved the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project in
April of this year. We"re here to urge you to grant
Federal permits to transmission developers quickly so
that this important transmission line project can move
forward. This project means jobs for many of our local

union members and opportunities for the State that would
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18
benefit our communities for years to come. Thank you.

MS. MCDONALD: Thank you.

MR. MILLS: Are there any other registered --
anyone else would like to speak? If not -- would you
like to -- 1T no one else wants to speak, this hearing
is adjourned. No, we have one?

MR. THOMAS: Yes. Thank you. My name 1is
Richard Thomas. [I"m the Director of New York AREA.
It"s an acronym for Affordable Reliable Electricity
Alliance. 1 have a statement on behalf of my Chairman,

Jerry Kremer.

In conjunction with today®s Army Corps of
Engineers® hearing on the draft Environmental Impact
Statement on the Champlain Hudson Power Express, a 330-
plus mile high voltage transmission line running from
Quebec to Queens, New York AREA issues the following
statement.

The Champlain Hudson Power Express Project is
unquestionably bad for New York. It means higher
electricity prices, lost jobs, and a less reliable
electric grid. In fact, i1t is merely a special iInterest

project that will have no benefit for hardworking New
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Yorkers, including those struggling upstate communities.

Indeed, the Champlain Hudson Power Express
Project is nothing more than a high voltage extension
cord from Canada to New York City that will make a giant
sucking sound as i1t takes billions of dollars annually
out of New Yorkers®™ pockets and across the border.

There 1s no doubt that we can make electricity at a
lower cost and more reliably here In New York, and that
should be the focus of our energy policy. At a time
when America iIs on the verge of becoming energy
independent, and indeed an energy exporter, the
Champlain Hudson Project takes us backwards.

Our energy infrastructure will also be
degraded by this precedent-setting project. The greater
the distance that electricity has to travel, the more
expensive and less reliable it is. And due to these
reasons, a broad coalition from labor, business, and the
environment community opposes this project and will
continue to do so through all available avenues. 1711
submit this statement to you.

MR. MILLS: Thank you.

MS. MCDONALD: Thank you.
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MR. MILLS: Anyone else want to speak?

(No response.)

MR. MILLS: This hearing is adjourned.
(Whereupon, at 12:36 p.m., the meeting was

adjourned.)
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PROCEEDTINGS
(6:00 p.m.)

MS. SMITH: Good evening. Folks that are
congregated by the door, if you could find a seat, that
would be really helpful just for safety and fire hazard
reasons. Folks? All right, please go ahead and get
seated. We're going to start.

Good evening. My name is Julie Smith, and
I'm with the U.S. Department of Energy. Before we get
started with the hearing, there's always some
housekeeping items to take care of.

So just so that everybody understands how the
hearing will proceed, those folks who would like to make
verbal comments, if you haven't signed up out at the
registration table, please do so so that we can make
sure that we get you on the speaker list. A
stenographer will be recording all verbal comments, so
we ask that you speak clearly in the microphones as well
as state your name before you speak so that we have an
accurate record and that we know what you're saying.
Any written comments that you may have on the draft

Environmental Impact Statement, we ask that you hand
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those over tonight so that we can also get a proper
record of those and make those a part of the public
record for the document. And you can submit those also
at the registration table.

SPEAKER: Is it the 16th we should mail it
in?

MS. SMITH: Absolutely. The public comment
period closes on December 16th, so you can mail those or
email those in. But if you just wanted to provide
written comments tonight, we are accepting those.

Also because of the crowd and the number of
speakers that we have this morning, we will ask that you
keep your verbal comments to three minutes. We do have
a timekeeper to help you move your comments along. But
if you don't get through your entire comments and you
have that in written form, again, please make sure you
submit that so that we have a full record of your full
comments.

And with that, thank you very much for your
time in coming, and we will get started with the
hearing.

MR. MILLS: I'm Brian Mills. Thank you for
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5
taking your time to attend this hearing. I work for the
Department of Energy in the Office of Electricity
Delivery and Energy Reliability. I along with Jodi
McDonald from the U.S. Corps of Engineers will be the
hearing's officers today.

The reason we are here is Champlain Hudson
Power Express 1s proposing to construct an international
transmission line. They've asked the Department of
Energy for a presidential permit. A presidential permit
is needed before any transmission line can be built
across the U.S. international border. DoE determined
that an environmental impact statement would be the
appropriate level for analysis for this presidential
permit.

This is a public hearing on the Champlain
Hudson Power Express Transmission Line Project draft
Environmental Impact Statement. That's a mouthful, so
I'll call it the draft EIS. Once we begin the hearing,
we will hear from you in the order you have signed up.
If you wish to speak but have not signed up, you can
sign up at the registration table.

For those of you who may not be familiar with
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the process we go through in preparing an environmental
impact statement -- an EIS -- and where we are at for
this particular project, I'll cover the steps. Although
I'm sure you've all read the draft EIS available on our
EIS website, you can also find more detailed information
for the process and this project on the website.

The first step in the process, we start
public participation by issuing a Notice of Intent to
Prepare an EIS. For this project, DoE issued our Notice
of Intent on June 18th, 2010 and an amended notice on
April 30th, 2012. The Notice of Intent begins a process
we call scoping, which is an opportunity for the public
to tell us their issues and concerns related to the
project. We use this input to help us prepare a draft
EIS. If you commented during the scoping period, we
used your scoping comments to determine which
alternatives and issues we needed to address.

The next step in the process is to prepare a
draft EIS. The draft EIS analyzes the foreseeable
environmental impacts that might result from granting
the permit. The draft EIS also identifies steps that

might be needed to mitigate impacts. For this project,

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

7
we issued the draft EIS on October 21st, 2013. After we
issue a draft, we ask the public to comment on it during
a public comment period. EPA opens the comment period
by publishing a Notice of Availability in the Federal
Register. The EPA notice for this draft EIS was in the
Federal Register November the 1st, 2013.

Since this is where we are in the process,

I'm going to cover this a little bit more thoroughly.
The comment period gives you the opportunity to tell us
any changes you would like to see in the draft EIS, what
you think is wrong about the document, and how you think
we should fix it. We are also looking for issues you
think we missed or didn't cover as well as we should.

If you ask questions as part of your comment,
we will not be able to answer your questions today, but
we will do so in the final EIS. 1It's also very helpful
for your comments to cite specific sections of the -- or
page numbers from the document itself. None of this is
required, but it will help us to understand your
comments.

During the hearing, the hearing's officers

may ask questions to allow you to clarify points you are
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making. Whether you choose to speak or not, you are
invited to submit comments -- written comments.
Instructions to do so are provided on this board behind
-- standing room only -- or are available at the
registration table. All comments, whether written or
oral, are treated the same and have equal weight.

For this draft EIS, we will continue to
accept comments until December 1l6th, 2013. To the
extent we can, we will also consider your comments
submitted after that date. After the close of the
comment period, we will write the final Environmental
Impact Statement, which considers your comments. The
final EIS will contain a comment response document that
addresses comments received on the draft EIS. When
completed, EPA will issue a Notice of Availability of
the final EIS in the Federal Register, and again, we
will post the document on the EIS website and send it
out to the mailing list. ©No sooner than 30 days after
EPA lets all of you Federal Register readers know the
final EIS is out there, DoE may issue a Record of
Decision on the presidential permit application. I hope

that very general process outline is helpful to you.
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I'd also like to mention a couple of other
things about the draft EIS and this project. The
Department of Energy has authority to permit the border
crossing. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issues Clean
Water Act permits. The State of New Mexico -- New York
has authority to cite transmission lines in New York.
Several other Federal and State agencies are working
with DoE and the Corps in preparing the draft EIS.

These are the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Coast Guard,
the New York State Department of Public Service, and the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

These are all cooperating agencies in the preparation
of the draft EIS.

That was a lot, so what you need to remember
for this hearing is, one, comments received on the draft
EIS will be included in the final EIS, and we will
respond in the document to the comments received. Two,
comments expressed at one of our hearings or provided to
us by email or letter will be considered equally.

Three, the comment period for the draft EIS closes on

December loth, 2013.
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I will now turn this over to your other
hearing's officer, Jodi McDonald, from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

MS. MCDONALD: Thank you, Brian. Good
afternoon. I am Jodi McDonald. I'm Chief of the
Regulatory Branch for the New York District Army Corps
of Engineers. I will be the presiding officer on behalf
of the Corps at today's hearing.

The Corps of Engineers is here today to
obtain information and evidence and ensure coverage of
core concerns, to assist in the regulatory review of a
permit application by Champlain Hudson Power Express,
Incorporated for the installation and construction of a
336-mile power cable from the Canadian border through
the waters of the United States, including wetlands, as
well as Lake Champlain, the Hudson River, Harlem River,
and East River. The U.S. Department of Energy as lead
Federal agency will make a decision whether to issue a
presidential permit to allow the border crossing to
facilitate the operation of this power cable.

The Corps of Engineers is neither a proponent

for nor an opponent of the proposed work. Our role is
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to determine whether the proposed activity —-- in this
case, the installation of a power line in waters of the
United States -- is in the overall public interest.

This hearing will play an important part in that
determination.

Please understand that we do not expect to
answer questions from the dais in this hearing related
to the proposal as we are here to obtain information and
to receive your comments. Questions on our regulatory
process in general can be directed to my staff member
who's in the audience today. June, if you would raise
your hand.

The New York District has issued a public
notice for this project with the comment period closing
on December 16th, which is the same closing date as the
draft EIS. That public notice is currently posted on
our New York District website. The website address is
WWW.nan.usace.army.mil, as in "military." We do have
some copies of that public notice available on our -- on
the registration table as well. If you're not currently
on our public notice email distribution list and would

like to receive an email announcement for future public
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notices from my office, please provide your email

address to one of the staff members at the registration

table. Thank you.

MS. SMITH: Yeah. Again for the folks that
are by the door, if you want -- we need to create some
space back by the doors. So please find a seat if you

will and sit in the audience with us.

MS.

MS.

MCDONALD: There are seats.

SMITH: Yeah, there are definitely seats

to the left of the room. We do want you to stay.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MCDONALD: Are we ready?
MILLS: We're ready.
MCDONALD: Should I bang the gavel?

MILLS: Yes, bang the gavel, and we'll

call these first speakers.

MS.

MCDONALD: We don't usually -- do you

usually do Pledge of Allegiance?

MR.

MS.

it.

MR.

MS.

MILLS: We don't, but we can.

MCDONALD: I don't have a problem with

MILLS: Let's -- do you want to lead it?

MCDONALD: We've had a request to do the
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Pledge of Allegiance, so if you would all stand, please.
(Pledge of Allegiance.)
MS. MCDONALD: Thank you.
MS. SMITH: Thank you.
(Pounding of gavel.)
MS. MCDONALD: We're going to begin the

hearing right now. Mr. Mills will call the first

speaker.

MR. MILLS: Douglas Jobson

MR. JOBSON: Good evening, everyone, ladies
and gentlemen. Locals of -- members of Local 754 and,

you, the members of the Department of Energy and the
Army Corps of Engineers, I'd like to thank you for
coming to our community tonight to hear our concerns.

I rise in opposition of this line, and I will
explain to you why. I know there's another unionized
group in the county that is in favor of this because
it's going to bring some work to their membership, and I
respect their view on that. But I have to rise in
opposition to this, and I feel that there is no economic
nor environmental benefit to the Town of Stony Point to

allow this line to begin in another nation north of us
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in Canada to come through out backyard and end up in the
five boroughs where it's going to end.

Over time, if you listen to what's been said
and you understand what's going on here, I don't
understand why we should be played, a small community,
with sensitive things, such as Revolutionary War
cemeteries, marinas, waterways, environmental concerns
that should really be heard out totally before this
takes place and this thing could be pushed through. The
problem with things like this is they're never put to a
public referendum because you know the way the public
would vote. It would easily be voted down. So it's
brought this way, which I think is bad for our
community.

I don't think that after what this community
went through with divestiture of our assets -- we had
two perfectly good power plants in our back yard here
forever and ever, amen, and all of a sudden --

(Applause.)

MR. JOBSON: -- overnight people had to -- we
had to basically auction them off and the local utility

had to sell their means of production. They had to sell
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these companies and form two smaller companies out of
it. Horrible from day one. They bring people up from
right-to-work States down south, one of the outfits that
bought it. They hire people for a slashed wage. They
learn everything they can from these people, and they
turn around and fire them after they drain all the
information and the years of experience that they have
from these people.

There's no benefit for us. With terrorism
and all the things that go on in this Nation today that
we see and throughout the world, why would you want to
put a power line with the on and off switch in a foreign
country's hands in Canada, north of us, to control
something that's going to come through our State and our
backyard? There's no real rational reason for it. And
it's unfortunate that it has come to this. I was hoping
the idea for this would never get off the ground.

It's bad economically. It's bad
environmentally. There's going to be no major Jjob
creation long term out of this. And I just don't feel
that there's any grabbing rationale that we'd let this

go forward. I would -- wish that the Public Service
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Commission when they do review this, I wish they would
choose not to go forward and deny this permit. Thank
you.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Thomas Basile?

MR. BASILE: Good evening. From my time at
EPA in Washington and working for the Department of
Defense, I've had the opportunity to work with the DoE
and the Army Corps for -- on a number of occasions. We
appreciate your professionalism, and we appreciate you
being here tonight.

I also rise in opposition to this line. It
is very clear that from cross border conversations that
have happened between the State and the Federal
government that there is an interest in increasing
hydroelectric power into the United States. But you
need to know that if the Federal government backs this
project in any way, that people of the Town of Stony
Point and Rockland County will fight in the courts and
in the court of public opinion to prevent this cable and
the others that will likely follow it from coming on

shore here in our historic town.

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO


sarmstro
Typewritten Text
Comment 105


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

17

If CHPE is to proceed, it should be routed
through the Hudson River bed where it is currently
slated to run for hundreds of miles, bypassing every
other town along its route except this one. The
presidential permit is to allow a cable line to come
through the territorial waters of the United States.

But in the Town of Stony Point where you are standing,
it comes on land, and that would be a grave injustice to
the people of this town.

There is no conclusive evidence or convincing
evidence that the cable will adversely impact the
river's ecosystem adjacent to here in Stony Point as
opposed to anywhere else. And let me tell you
something. I've always been of the opinion that the
needs of people be considered the higher purpose and
priority than those of fish.

This is not about nimbyism, it's not about
opposing progress, and this is not political in any way.

It's about the lives of the people of this town, its
economic future, and the jobs for local area residents.

According to the most recent route maps, the

land-based route through Stony Point will require CHPE
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to pursue eminent domain or condemnation against
homeowners and other private and commercial entities
across the town to accommodate a 50-foot deviation zone
for the cable. The number of jobs that would be created
by this project are also highly suspect, but this is one
thing that is absolutely clear. The number of jobs that
are created by this project, if any, would have the
effect of killing, by my calculation, at least 1,000
local jobs, particularly in the construction trades, but
also in engineering, retail, and facility management.
The Town of Stony Point is currently advancing an
economic development program and a Sandy recovery
strategy that will revitalize our community and drive
hundreds of million dollars' worth of investment capital
to this town and also produce revenue -- millions of
dollars in revenue to make this town more affordable and
sustainable to the future.

Let me be clear. Should CHPE be allowed to
come on land, not only will dozens of residential
properties be adversely affected and the property values
of hundreds of town residents, costing residents

millions in personal wealth, be affected, the
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aforementioned commercial projects and the ancillary
economic development derived may not be possible. The
route and the deviation zone will scar the landscape of
this town through its most vital areas, leaving a trail
of human and economic wreckage in its wake.

Take this message back to General Bostick and
take it back to the Secretary, please. Do not
underestimate the amount of opposition to this cable
being brought on land in Stony Point and in Rockland
County. You want your cross-border hydroelectric? I
think I can probably live with that. But put the cable
in the river where it belongs, and do not underestimate
our ability or our willingness to fight this proposed
route. Jobs will be lost, personal wealth will be lost,
economic development will be stifled, and the damage
will be irreparable. We will not permit this
discrimination, and we will not permit this injustice to
be perpetrated against the people of this town. Thank
you very much.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Geoffrey Finn?

MR. FINN: Thank you. Geoffrey Finn,
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Supervisor, Town of Stony Point. We've had these
meetings. I'm glad to see this room packed here
tonight, and I see a lot of 754 members here as well. I
used to be a 754 member. My father is a 50-year
member, so —--—

(Applause.)

MR. FINN: That being said, I represent the
people of Stony Point. I'm not sure that this will
create jobs for 754. This will create for Canadians,
people north of Albany and whatnot. We want to create
our own energy right here. That's how we can put our
people back to work. Let's put our Stony Pointers or
Rockland County employees —--

(Applause.)

MR. FINN: Let's put our people from New York
back to work. And we can do that by creating our own
energy here. We had a Lovett site. 1It's torn down.
It's a piece of grass right now. 1It's doing nothing
except -- well, I'll get into that in a minute. We can
create our own energy right here -- Haverstraw or Stony
Point, and put everyone back to work.

I was in a deli this morning. I'll give an
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example. We just signed a contract with Tappan Zee
Bridge Constructors for a staging area here in Stony
Point. We have a vacant piece of land where our Lovett
site used to stand. And right now, we have probably
about 30 to 40 people on the grounds up there. Let's
have that trickle-down effect.

I'm in the deli this morning. I got someone
in front of me ordering about 30 to 40 sandwiches, 30 to
40 cups of coffee. That all trickles down and helps all
our local businesses. We bring people to work in our
town. They will help each and every one of us. They'll
help our taxpayers. They'll help our tax -- businesses
that are paying top dollars here in Stony Point. That's
what we need.

This will also affect many other
opportunities we have here. We're talking about
waterfront property with about 100 condos and two
waterfront restaurants that this line will run right
through. That will probably stop that project. We're
also looking at a half a billion dollar green energy
plant right here in Stony Point. This line runs right

through that. Those are millions of dollars in business
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that we can generate here in Stony Point, in Rockland
County, in New York. ©Not New Mexico, sir, New York.

And that's what we need to do.

And we cannot Jjeopardize this by allowing
this line to come here. It's an extension cord. That's
all it is, a 330-mile extension cord coming from Canada
all the way to Queens. We don't need it. We don't want
it. We can put our own people back to work here. And
we may be a small town, but we're going to be loud. I
know Susan has been leading the pack on this for a long
time, the Casscles.

(Applause.)

MR. FINN: But we're not going to sit down
and be quiet about this. We're going to make sure we're
heard, and we would appreciate if you guys would respect
the people of Stony Point, the people of Rockland
County, and get these people back to work right here in
our town. Thanks.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Are there any other elected
officials who wish to speak?

(No response.)
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MR. MILLS: Annie Wilson?

MS. WILSON: Okay. Hi, good evening. I'm
Annie Wilson, and I work with the New York Environmental
Justice Project in the city, and generally, we serve the
disenfranchised and underserved populations, and I have
been involved in this process since its beginning. And
I would like to bring several issues to your attention
tonight and will follow up with written comments by due
date.

First of all, would it be possible to extend
the comment period by at least 45 to 180 days given the
volume of review and the expertise needed for both the
Department of Energy, EIS, and the U.S. Corps of
Engineer materials? It's a lot to demand competent
review in such little time.

There are many details which I cannot cover
here tonight. But, for example, the three-mile
extension in Queens, which was not part of your initial
review by the State Public Service Commission and
certificate that was issued in April of this past year.

Wouldn't that require some kind of amended application

by the developer back to the State -- back to the State?
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It seems to be appropriate. And I think this needs to
be one of the top priorities as a next step for this
process.

I would like to address specifically for
tonight because the jobs issue is obviously very, very,
very relevant, and the fact that there are so little
jobs -- long-term jobs created by this cable of a
thousand megawatts into Queens. The jobs are in Canada;
they're not here in New York. This project displaces
New York jobs. ©New York City, for example, has quite a
bit of program for 5,000 megawatts of potential solar
roofs. The State has a SunShot Program. There's plenty
of potential here in Stony Point and issues with other
power suppliers that are being disregarded as a supply
option.

And I will cite Section 7.2 in the -- what is
the summary document? Past sentences state that the
"DoE has determined that conservation and demand
reduction measure alternatives alone is not a reasonable
alternative, and, therefore, not addressed further in
the EIS." This decision is based on the New York State

2009 Energy Plan. There has been the Governor's -- what
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is known as the Energy Highway Plan. There have been
other initiatives. And certainly the Department of
Energy needs to review what are -- what is the existing
potential at this time and other programs that exist in
the State of New York.

The national interest determination by the

Department of State needs to look at the economic

reasons to oppose this project. This project is not in
the national interest. Thank you very much.
(Applause.)
MR. MILLS: Dean Tamburri? Dean Tamburri?
(Applause.)

MR. TAMBURRI: Good evening, everyone. My
name is Dean Tamburri. I am in favor of this project.
The company TDI has committed to using local labor.

They have committed to using trained labor. We,
Laborer's Local 17 and Laborer's Local 754, have trained
hundreds of construction workers anywhere from OSHA 30,
HAZMAT, asbestos, currently working with Orange and
Rockland on the downed power lines for emergency
services.

We have -- currently have hundreds of members
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at the United States Military Academy, DEP projects, New
Bridge, Beacon Bridge, Tappan Zee Bridge. These jobs
are for the construction workers who have suffered for
so many years without projects. They're going to be
great paying jobs for them and their families with
benefits.

We believe that the -- this is going to be
built and we're going to be a part of it. And we would
like to ask at this point is that everyone on all
projects would support local building trades on all the
projects and help them out as well. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Susan?

MS. FILGUERAS: Me?

MR. MILLS: Yes.

MS. FILGUERAS: Susan Filgueras. I live here
in the Town of Stony Point, and, yes, I have headed the
opposition to this. But first, let me acknowledge all
of the men here in orange tonight, and thank you for
coming out and supporting your union and yourselves.

What bothers me and what is, I find, very

frightening is that as I read through these documents,
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there are 26 jobs, and labor will be imported because it
is specialized. And I will continue, but I want you to
know that I appreciate, I sympathize, and I want you to
go to work. I want you to go to work six days a week,
eight hours a day, maybe 10 for two hours' overtime. I
want you working. But I want you working building the
Bowline and the Lovett and power here in New York State
in Rockland County. But thank you, gentlemen.

(Applause.)

MS. FILGUERAS: Now, onto the harder stuff.
I am going to ask tonight for a 180-day extension on
this process for the following reasons. We have been
frantically trying to clear through well over 3,000
pages of material. And we are not utility specialists.
We are not all of you folks, and thank you, thank you
for being here. We are trying to understand what this
mammoth process is that is going to tear through our
county. We need that extension.

Added to that, I tried to confirm this
meeting here at this facility tonight. I called and
asked for the DoE Champlain Hudson Power Express

meeting. What? We don't have one of those meetings.
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I'll be right down. And as I came down, we had to
literally call the manager at home to call somebody else
to get it -- to figure out that this was the Champlain
Hudson Power Express-Department of Energy DEIS hearing.
People didn't know.
Added to that, we have a Hispanic population.
I have not seen Hispanic outreach. And if this project
—-— there are six different maps or I've lost count of
how many there are -- goes through some of the low lying
areas in Stony Point, they will go clear through a
fairly substantial population. Haverstraw, the back end
of Hudson Avenue, is Hispanic, yet no Hispanic outreach
has been done. Typically through this process, the
Champlain Hudson Power Express has shown nothing but
contempt for the people of Rockland County. I am asking
for a 180-day extension.
Added to that, I also sent to the New York
State Public Service Commission the following: "This
notice is to inform you that the trajectory for the
Champlain Hudson Power Express has been extended by
three miles from 333 to 336, depending on which document

you read. At the end -- and it ends at the Ravenswood
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Generating Station owned by TransCanada. Does this
significant change require a review by the New York
State Public Service Commission, or will an amended
application be required?" 1I've gone through the
documents. I'm not saying it's not there. It has ended

at each point at Rainey. The maps show it ends at
Ravenswood, so I have asked the New York State Public
Service Commission officially for clarification on that.

I need to sit down. I didn't finish.

(Applause.)

MS. SMITH: Please submit the written
comments to us so that we have all of those.

MS. FILGUERAS: So that you know, I'll have
written comments.

MS. SMITH: Okay, great.

MR. MILLS: Frank Collins?

MR. COLLIER: Collier.

MR. MILLS: Collier, gotcha.

MR. COLLIER: Good evening. Frank Collier of
the Town of Stony Point. Thank you all very much for
having this meeting.

A couple of things that caught my eye in this
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-— in this EIS is the economic impact on our town. Now,
as this thing has been wending its way through, we've
had meetings here in town. We see that there is -- it's
going to come down the railroad, but there's going to be
a deviation zone off here so they can kind of fit it all
in as they need. The deviation zone goes into private
property, so the deviation zone will probably take this
private property by eminent domain. So it will affect a
number of people in Stony Point, like the Casscles, the
Beckerles. One other -- a large organization in Stony
Point is going to put in this gasification plant that
was talked about before. That's not been considered. I
don't believe there has been any consideration for the
economic impact on our town of what's coming through.

Now, when this -- when this deviation zone
comes through, there are other companies out there now
in the wings who waiting to come through with their
extension cord from Canada, and they're going to come
down, and they're going to have to either stay in a
deviation zone or alongside it. So this is going to
expand and expand and expand. What you will allow with

this is will become magnified in the future. So we
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really have to pay attention to what that's going to be.
So I would ask you to please take a look at that.

And again, I'd like to thank you for the
union guys that are here. 1I'd like to see you bring an
American company building an American power plant in
Stony Point for Americans to work in. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Steven Wright?

MR. REICH: Good evening, everybody. My name
is Steven Reich. I'm the Business Manager for the
Laborers. I represent a lot of these orange guys. And
we absolutely hear everything you guys are saying, and
actually in the beginning we were not fully supportive
of this whole thing. But as time has gone by, we got to
put men to work. We've seen Bowline 3 stall. We've
seen, you know, Lovett stall. We've seen the energy
highway just blah. TDI, they talked to our
international people, signed an agreement, made an
agreement to use local union laborers on this part of
this. We had the agreement signed. And we agreed to
support them.

After looking at -- what we can tell from the
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DEIS and from what we see in general, the vast majority
of it is on already established rights-of-way. There is
some deviations, like the gentleman before me said, and
those definitely have to be dealt with. I wasn't able
to read fast enough to see —--

SPEAKER: (Off audio.)

MR. REICH: I’'m not saying -- it has changed
the route. The route has changed. But we -- in general
we see this as one part of the overall thing, and we
would like to see this in combination with Bowline 3 and
-—- or whether it be Tompkins Cove, because the energy,
as we all know, is going to be needed in the next 20,
40, 60, 80 years. So just to have -- and we definitely
want home generation. But to have one part of our
energy source at least as an outlet from Canada, who —--
I don't consider them our enemies. I don't think it's a
bad thing.

So overall, we're with you guys in Stony

Point. Many of my members live here. I mean, we -—-
North Rockland is here. I mean, we are North Rockland,
we really are. And we understand your concerns. We

also have members that would treat this place like they

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Comment 112

33
live here because they do.
So however this thing turns out, either way,
we're together, all right? Thanks.
(Applause.)
MR. MILLS: Wellington Casscles?

MR. CASSCLES: Okay. Wellington Casscles 1is

my name. I live at 69 Beech Road. 1I've lived there all
my life. I come in this evening -- I have some maps in
the back of the room, the terrestrial maps. The ones

you guys got back there are from 2012. They've been
changed four times since then. Mr. Jessome came to town
in February with a new set of maps. I don't think you
guys got them.

But going by the maps that you do have, Stony
Point has about two miles worth of railroad right-of-
way. Out of that two miles, this project is going to be
in the right-of-way seven-tenths of a mile. The rest of
it is town, county, private property that they're going
to have to take eminent domain.

We've got, like they said, the gasification
plant and condos at the end of the street where I am.

If we lose those two, we're going to lose our whole tax
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base, and there ain't nobody in this town that will be
able to afford to live here.

This project does nothing for Stony Point but
carve a path through. Like they said before, there's
six or seven other outfits out there waiting for this.
If this gets approved, you can't stop then. The
deviation is always going to be even longer, okay?

Back in June, Mr. Jessome was here. I gave
him a set of questions I needed answers, and they're
just simple questions: how big are the reels of cable,
how much does it weigh per foot, how do you plan on
getting it here. To this day, I still haven't got an
answer. Tonight he says he's going to send a guy to my
house. We'll see.

Okay. As far as the labor union, hey, I'm
pulling for you. I used to belong to IBEW's 363. This
job is only going to be in Stony Point or Rockland
County for six months tops. They're coming through and
they're gone. Build a power house, you go five years
plus, plus the people that are going to be here.

(Applause.)

MR. CASSCLES: Plus the people who are going
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to be here afterwards running the place. Yeah,
everybody's got a right to work. I would rather see you
guys go out and fight for a five-year job versus a four-
month job. You got the bridge and everything else going
right now. Get behind us on this, and we'll see what we
can do.

Worst case, put it back in the damn river.

The DEC says we can't eat the fish.

(Applause.)

MR. CASSCLES: But in the meantime we're
trying to protect the fish that we can't eat, you know,
in Cornwall where the sturgeons spawn. They spawn in
Cornwall so they're going to work around that time of
the year. They won't work around it for Haverstraw
because nothing spawns there. They spawn up above and
they come back into Haverstraw. Well, while they're
spawning, why don't we do the Haverstraw end of it?
After they're done spawning, do the other half. Thank
you.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Rebecca Casscles?

MS. CASSCLES: Rebecca Casscles, 69 Beech
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Road. Please pardon my back. I think you labor
gentlemen are going to be interested in knowing that TDI
is a wholly owned company by the Blackstone Group. This
is the company that -- with the financial advisors for
the Mirant Company before, during, and after the
bankruptcy. The very company that wants to hire you is
the company that put two of our power plants out of
business, took them offline, okay?

(Applause.)

MS. CASSCLES: My husband spoke about the
deviation zone. TDI is going to give Rockland County
for 7.66 miles, $796,640 a year. Meanwhile, the houses
—-— one house along the rail line, not all the one-eighth
of a mile, which, by the way, they're going to be able
to take. We're losing a million dollars a year in
revenue. If this goes through, I am going to file for a
tax reduction because my home will not be worth what it
normally is.

I'm also going to quote from the Public
Service Commission decision of April 18th, 2013.
"Eminent domain will be used." It has to be used, it

must be used to make this go through.
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Production cost analysis. The only ones that
will capture any type of money from this will be
captured by the applicants, their financial backers,
and/or users of the facility. Jobs -- listen carefully,
gentlemen and ladies. "The applicant's evidence on job
creation was incomplete in a fundamental way," page 3.
Also on page 3, "The record is void on the critical
question of whether these jobs would be offset or more
than offset by the jobs displaced at the conventional
generating facilities that will not" -- will not -- "be
built as a consequence."

Transmission corridor developers, page 19 and
74. "Will the approval CHPE set a precedent" -- pardon
me -- "for the approval of future transmission lines?"
The answer is yes because there's already other
companies out there waiting. Green power —-- "At no time
does the PSC decision confirm the percentage of green
power. Fracking will be used to install the
transmission line." No environmental impact statement
was done for the land installation for Rockland County,
none. I'd like to know why not. Everybody else has to

do it.
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The Ramapo Fault Line. CHPE will cross over
the fault line. What are the consequences for us?
Evacuation plans. I live right next to the CSX rails.
Who's going to be responsible for developing an
evacuation plan, which, by the way, ladies and
gentlemen, is a Federal mandate. National security.
Who's going to protect us if this line goes through?

Taxes. How do we recoup the lost revenue for
the devaluation of our properties should the CHPE
transmission, in fact, be built? One million dollars
today, $796,640 yearly from TDI. That's going to be
divided by Rockland County, the towns that are involved
in this, as well as the school district. It means each
one of these entities, if they're lucky, will get
$222,000 a year, not a million, $222,000.

And finally, this forces New York City's
dependence on foreign produced electric. I say American
jobs for American people. Let's build power plants.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Hayley Carlock?

MS. CARLOCK: Good evening. My name is

Hayley Carlock, and I am the environmental advocacy
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attorney with Scenic Hudson. Scenic Hudson is a non-
profit group which works to protect and restore the
Hudson River and is the largest environmental group
focused on the Hudson River Valley.

I participated in the Department of Energy
scoping statement hearing back over three years ago now,
and came there with serious concerns about the impacts
of installing a cable within the Hudson River estuary.
And around the same time, Scenic Hudson became involved
with the Public Service Commission Article 7 siting
proceeding.

However, after two years plus of living and
breathing this project up in Albany, we achieved
significant improvements to the route, and after
commissioning an expert report by ESS Group, which
detailed the potential environmental impact of the
project, and, of course, through our own review, we
concluded that the impacts to the estuary would be
minimal and were outweighed by the benefits of the
project as long as certain conditions were met.

We were pleased to see the project route

changed to avoid sensitive areas in the Hudson River,
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including Haverstraw Bay. The route as it is in the EIS
avoids directly transiting 12 out of the 17 significant
coastal fish and wildlife habitats in the estuary. And
in areas where it will be transiting the Hudson River,
there are exclusion zones of particularly sensitive
areas where cable installation will be avoided.

In addition, the cables would be buried to
the maximum depth achievable, expected to be at least
six feet below the sediment water interface, except in
limited areas where there's bedrock or debris where it
may have to be covered, and they'll also be installed
vertically on top of one another, which both minimizes
the heat from the cables and as well pretty much ends up
in the magnetic field cancelling out. Underwater cable
installation activities would be limited to certain
times of the year to avoid life cycle impacts on
migratory species as well as the American chad, winter
flounder, striped bass, and other fish populations.

There will be continuous monitoring of water
quality. There will be pre- and post-installation
benthic and sediment monitoring, bathymetry, temperature

and magnetic field studies, and pre- and post-
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installation surgeon tracking studies, all of which will
work to ensure that construction is not impacting that
water quality and aquatic species.

And while Scenic Hudson did become involved
in the project primarily due to concerns about the
potential impacts of the Hudson River, we carefully
evaluated the impacts of undergrounding the line on land
before advocating for this option to avoid especially
sensitive habit, including in Haverstraw Bay. The vast
majority of the eight-mile terrestrial route in Rockland
County is within the railroad right-of-way and with some
along Route 9W. There would certainly be some temporary
disturbances, but no permanent significant impact.

(Murmuring by audience members.)

MS. CARLOCK: In the limited distance
traversed under Stony Point Battlefield State Park, Hook
Mountain State Park, and Rockland Lake State Park,
horizontal directional drilling techniques will be used
to allow installation of the transmission line without
disturbing the surface of the parks.

As mentioned earlier, there will be no

electrical field and small magnetic fields that will
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(Murmuring by audience members.)
MS. CARLOCK: While we approached this

project in 2010 with deep concerns about its

environmental impacts, we believe that the environmental

impacts from this project will generally be temporary in

nature and overall represent a small impact to the
Hudson River. Thank you.

SPEAKER: -- stop talking. She's going to
have to stop talking. Your time is over.

MS. CARLOCK: Thank you wvery much.

MR. MILLS: We don't need any help from the
audience, please.

(Applause.)

MS. SMITH: We ask that everyone respects

folks when they're speaking whether or not they are

speaking with -- in terms of -- support your opinion or

not. And there are other folks that did get a little
bit more time. So we appreciate your patience and
respect of all the speakers.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: Laurrie Cozza-?
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MS. COZZA: Hi. I, too, am a resident of
Stony Point, and I also request that we receive an
extension. I'm deeply concerned with the fact that an

environmental impact statement has not been done on the
land portion going through Stony Point and Haverstraw.

We have a Superfund site in Stony Point known

as Kay Fries. We also have a Brownfield site at our
past dump. These issues have not been addressed. We
have wetlands. All of this is in a very small area, and

I really think that it has to be looked at before this
project is allowed to proceed. We have no idea what the
consequences could be.

I also would have to say the Casscles, and

Susan, and Frank have expressed what a lot of us are

feeling, and I won't take any more time. I appreciate
you being here. Thank you very much.
(Applause.) Comment 116

MR. MILLS: Kathleen Redmond?

MS. REDMOND: Hi. 1I'm Katherine Redmond from
Tompkins Cove. And I really put on my list that I maybe
would have a comment because I really am not all that

familiar with it.
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But something strikes me about what's going
on here. It seems to me like we have an adversarial
kind of thing going on between the union people and the
people in the town. I could be wrong. And when I say
that, I don't mean to imply that we're -- everybody I
know is in favor of unions working. We all are. All
I'm saying is I think we could combine our efforts, the
union efforts for this project. And if we could just
take that line and move it back into the river and off
the land, if we don't put it through Stony Point. We
don't put it through Haverstraw. And if the union
combines with us to support that move, we can work
together and try to save the fish. And I think that
might be really great because if --

And, you know, one of the other things that
struck me. We're worried about the fish, and yet the
line that's supposed to be moved onto the land in Stony
Point, the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant is right
across the river from there. If that hasn't damaged in
some degree —-- hasn't had an impact on the fish
population, I think for sure we could work around this

electrical line and try to help the fish out. Thank
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you.

(Applause.)

MR. MILLS: FEugene Creasy?

(No response.)

MR. MILLS: Steven --

MS. MCDONALD: Ludwigson.

MR. MILLS: -- Ludwigson?

MR. LUDWIGSON: Good evening. My name is
Steve Ludwigson. I'm the Business Manager for the
Boilermakers Local 5. I represent the boilermakers in

all of New York State, with the exception of the 16
counties located around Buffalo, New York. Our members
are highly skilled professionals with expertise that
comes only with extensive training and years of
practice.

I'm here tonight to state on the record that
Boilermakers Local 5 opposes the Champlain Hudson Power
Express Line and the proposed Federal action of granting
of a presidential permit to construct, operate, and
maintain, and connect a new electric transmission line
across the U.S.-Canada border in northeastern New York

State.
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The Champlain Hudson Power Express Line --
excuse me —-- which proposes to bring a thousand
megawatts of power directly from Canada to New York
City, would do nothing to strengthen the State's
electricity grid. Practically speaking, the
transmission line is a large extension cord that would
bypass all of our State's existing energy sources and
transmission infrastructure, such as Upstate New York
plants that have an excess of available power instead of
enhancing the overall capacity and stability of New
York's power grid. New York will not be able to benefit
from the low cost power these upstate plans could be
producing and will instead become completely reliant on
a foreign source of electricity. Our good friends in
Canada will get new jobs, and New Yorkers will get the
bill.

While we support an electricity highway that
improves the State's energy infrastructure and generates
union Jjobs for New Yorkers, we reject CHPE's proposal as
a jobs killer. For maximum benefits to New York,
especially in job retention and creation, new

electricity infrastructure should support current and
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